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Message from the CEO

Heartbreakers Shine at City2Surf — Rain, Resilience and
Remarkable Fundraising

Not even wet weather
could dampen the spirit of
the Heartbreakers team,
who turned out in force for
this year’s City2Surf,
showcasing resilience,
energy and community
pride.

Braving rain and slick streets,
the Heartbreakers crossed the
finish line with determination
and heart. Whether achieving
personal bests, completing their
first City2Surf, or simply
showing up to support the
Prince of Wales Hospital
Emergency Department, every
participant played a vital role in
making the day a success.

Funds raised by the team will
directly support the delivery of
world-class emergency care at
Prince of Wales Hospital,
reinforcing the impact of
community-driven initiatives.

As the season turns, I’m reminded that
good health begins at home - with
family, with care and with connection.
At Prince of Wales Hospital, we see this
every day. Our hospital is more than a
place of treatment - it’s a community
where compassion thrives. Whether it’s
delivering world-class care or helping a
family celebrate a wedding in
challenging circumstances, the staff
here go above and beyond.

Our work to support our valued
hospital and its staff would not be
possible without you - our generous
donors. Your support empowers us to
fund staff-led projects in research,
innovation, education and wellbeing to
bring the latest and best treatments to
patients. 

The day was marked by
memorable moments—from
the pre-race meet-up at
Hyde Park, to the post-race
celebrations at Bondi Diggers.
Smiling race photos and
shared stories captured the
spirit of the event, making it
one to remember. 

Here’s to another year of big
laughs, bold strides, and
making a real impact—
together.

As we gear up for the 20th
anniversary of the
Heartbreakers fundraising in
2026, we’ll celebrate 20
incredible years of community
spirit, compassion and
unwavering commitment. The
journey’s been inspiring and
we’re just getting started.

Join us in 2026 to keep the
momentum going and make
next year our biggest yet!

Thanks to you, we’re building a future
where health is nurtured and lives
transformed.

In this edition, you’ll read about our
Annual Grants Program, the inspiring
Heartbreakers fundraising team, and the
vibrant ArtSpace that continues to bring
light and creativity into hospital spaces.
Every story is a testament to the power
of community and the difference you
make.

Thank you for being part of our journey
to raise care and health.

With utmost gratitude, 

Holly Zamboni
CEO Prince of Wales Hospital Foundation

Welcome to the Spring edition of Saving Lives!



A Wedding of Love and Legacy:
Honouring Odile 

In a moment that captured the very essence of love,
family and compassion, the Prince of Wales Hospital
helped make a dream come true for Dominique and
her partner Tom, by facilitating a deeply personal
wedding ceremony so that Dominique’s beloved
mother, Odile, could be part of her daughter’s
special day.

Odile, who was receiving end-of-life care at the hospital due
to terminal cancer, had always been a guiding light in
Dominique’s life. With time heartbreakingly short, Dominique
and Tom knew that having Odile there was not just
important, it was everything. The Hospital staff, moved by
the family’s story, came together with extraordinary kindness
to create a beautiful, sunlit wedding setting on the outdoor
balcony of the ward.

It was a gesture that transcended clinical care. Nurses,
doctors and administration staff worked quietly and
compassionately behind the scenes to make it happen,
transforming a hospital space into a place of joy, memory
and meaning. Odile, surrounded by love, was able to witness
her daughter’s wedding, holding her hand and her heart
through every moment.

The ceremony was filled with emotion, tears, laughter and
quiet reflection. It was not only a celebration of love between
Dominique and Tom, but a tribute to Odile’s strength, grace
and the unbreakable bond between mother and daughter.
Her presence made the day complete and her legacy will live
on in the hearts of all who were there.

“I was hesitant at first about having the ceremony at the
hospital,” Dominique said, “but afterwards, I realised—I
couldn’t have imagined a better place for it.”

Holly Zamboni, from the Prince of Wales Hospital
Foundation, shared:

“Dominique’s story is a wonderful example of how care can
extend beyond medicine and into the heart of what makes us
human. That’s what is so special about this hospital and its
people.”

Dominique and Tom’s wedding is a reminder that even in the
most difficult times, joy can flourish. It was a moment of light,
a memory that will last forever, honouring Odile’s life and the
love she gave so freely.

Congratulations to Dominique and Tom and heartfelt thanks
to the hospital staff who helped make this day so
meaningful.

How You Can Support
If you’ve been moved by this story, you

can help  by donating today.



Driving Innovation and Excellence: POWHF 2025 Annual Grant
Celebrations

AMFIBIO Study: Investigating fluid balance in ICU
patients to improve recovery outcomes.

Looking Ahead

The event was a powerful reminder of what’s possible
when clinical innovation meets community support.
Congratulations to all 2025 grant recipients. 

Together, we’re raising care, to raise health and
transform lives. One brilliant idea at a time.

Quiet Moments: The Still Life Reflections of Pat Jacobs

As you walk through the
corridors of Prince of
Wales Hospital, you may
notice something quietly
captivating — our
ArtSpace.

Pat has painted for many
years, with a strong foundation
in figurative work. In recent
years, she has found herself
drawn to the quiet complexity
of still life—exploring
composition, colour, the nature
of objects and their subtle
connections to the world
beyond the frame. 

Her process begins with a
spontaneous, energetic
response to her subject,
followed by careful reflection
and refinement. 

Now featured in the hospital’s
public spaces, Pat’s work offers
more than visual beauty—it
provides a moment of calm and
contemplation for patients,
visitors and staff alike.

 Her paintings invite viewers to
pause, notice and breathe,
aligning with the hospital’s
mission to support healing
through creativity.

Paintings on display are for
sale, with 30% of proceeds
further supporting the
hospital’s work. 

For enquiries about sales please
contact: info@powhf.org.au.

Innovation was front and centre at this year’s
Prince of Wales Hospital Foundation (POWHF)
Annual Grant Celebrations, held at Coogee Surf
Life Saving Club. 

In 2025, a record 146 applications were submitted,
showcasing the ambition and talent within our hospital
community. Thanks to you, our generous donors, 56
grants were awarded to projects with the potential to
transform care at Prince of Wales Hospital and
beyond.

Celebrating Innovation in Health

To mark the occasion, staff, past recipients, and
supporters gathered for an evening of connection and
inspiration. Chairman Bill Petch and CEO Holly Zamboni
highlighted the vital role of philanthropy in driving
healthcare innovation and reform.

A highlight of the evening was hearing from past grant
recipients, who shared the impact of their work. Among
them:

PRINTcision Medicine: Using 3D-printed vascular
models to study kidney disease and develop
personalised treatments.



In the space of a few seconds, Dean Martelozzo’s
life was split into two parts - a before and an after.

At just 20 years old, Dean was living the dream. Fresh out
of university with a finance degree, he boarded a one-way
flight to live the backpacker life in Europe. His first stop? A
season snowboarding in the French Alps, where every day
was about adventure, freedom and possibility.

But only three months in, a single accident on the slopes
changed everything. A crash in the terrain park left Dean
with a severe traumatic brain and spinal cord injury
resulting in paraplegia. One moment he was upside down
chasing the thrill of a jump; but little did he know that his
life would remain upside down indefinitely.

After a month in intensive care in Grenoble Hospital, Dean
was flown home to Australia, where he arrived at Prince of
Wales Hospital. It was here, in a spinal ward bed as his
brain recovered the ability to hold onto new memories that
he slowly learned the enormity of what had happened. For
many, such a diagnosis might have meant the end of
ambition. But Dean chose a different path and his goals
grew larger than ever.

What followed was months of intense rehabilitation -
painful, exhausting and at times discouraging. Yet through
every setback, Dean’s determination only grew stronger.
He refused to let his injury define him. Instead, he set about
rebuilding his life, piece by piece. That perseverance has
taken him further than most could imagine. 

While recovering, Dean found work, resumed his studies to
earn an MBA and a Diploma of Financial Planning and built
a successful career as an investment analyst. In 2015, he
co-founded Headlands Distilling Co., a now internationally
acclaimed micro-distillery in Wollongong.

During the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, Dean and
his team shifted gears from innovating world first spirits to
focusing production on life-saving hand sanitiser,
becoming a key supply to emergency services and
hospitals across the Illawarra when the usual sources were
unavailable.

Patient Story – Dean Martelozzo: 
Turning Adversity into Advocacy

But beyond personal achievement, what truly defines Dean
is his commitment to giving back. The care he received at
the Prince of Wales Hospital changed his life and he has
never forgotten it. Today, he is a passionate advocate for
spinal cord injury research and a proud supporter of the
Foundation.

“I’ve accepted my injury,” Dean says, “but I’ll never stop
hoping for a cure. Whether it’s a breakthrough that
restores mobility or something that simply makes daily life
easier, every step forward makes a difference. I can’t wait
to get back up and start making steps of my own.”

Dean follows every global advance in spinal cord research
with keen interest—especially the groundbreaking work
happening here in Australia, much of it supported by the
Prince of Wales Hospital Foundation. His message is
simple: progress is possible, but it depends on support.

When you donate to the Foundation, you’re not just funding
research, you’re investing in hope. Hope for people like
Dean, who refuse to give up. Hope for a future where
paralysis isn’t permanent. And hope for breakthroughs that
will change countless lives.

Dean’s journey is a testament to resilience, courage, and
community. With your support, his story and the stories of
so many others can one day end not with loss, but with
recovery that leads to the next chapter of excitement.

As one of only two specialist spinal units in NSW, the Prince
of Wales Hospital plays a critical role in rehabilitation and
ongoing care for our patients. Scan below to support our
work.



For more information, please contact Lucy at
Lucy@powhf.org.au

Support Innovation and Save Big
with Entertainment® Membership

Hurry! Order yours and start saving TODAY!
20% of your Membership directly supports us.

The Prince of Wales Hospital Foundation is proud to partner with
Entertainment® to offer a fundraising opportunity that delivers
real value—both for your wallet and for the future of healthcare.

Donate today to
transform lives.
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